
SOUND STRATEGIES

Diversified portfolio avoids extremes
Investing in a diversified portfolio can help you steer clear of the extreme highs and lows of the market, as this chart shows. While the returns for different asset 
classes varied dramatically from one year to the next, the diversified portfolio performed toward the middle of the market in most years.
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Asset class returns are total returns for stated period. “10-Year” returns are 
annualized total returns. This is for illustrative purposes only and is not indicative 
of any particular investment. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 
Diversification does not guarantee against loss. It is a method used to manage risk.
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Calculated by Securian Financial Group using data provided by Morningstar, Inc. ©2024 
Morningstar. All Rights Reserved. The information contained herein: (1) is proprietary to 
Morningstar and/or its content providers; (2) may not be copied or distributed; and (3) is not 
warranted to be accurate, complete or timely. Neither Morningstar nor its content providers 
are responsible for any damages or losses arising from any use of this information.
Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Investments in securities will fluctuate and 
when redeemed, may be worth more or less than originally invested.
This is a general communication for informational and educational purposes. The information 
is not designed, or intended, to be applicable to any person’s individual circumstances. It 
should not be considered investment advice, nor does it constitute a recommendation that 
anyone engage in (or refrain from) a particular course of action. If you are seeking investment 
advice or recommendations, please contact your financial professional.
A purpose of the method of marketing is solicitation of insurance and that contact will be made 
by an insurance agent or agency.

Insurance products are issued by Minnesota Life Insurance Company in all states except New 
York. In New York, products are issued by Securian Life Insurance Company, a New York 
authorized insurer. Minnesota Life is not an authorized New York insurer and does not do 
insurance business in New York. Both companies are headquartered in St. Paul, MN. Product 
availability and features may vary by state. Each insurer is solely responsible for the financial 
obligations under the policies or contracts it issues. Variable products are distributed by 
Securian Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA. 400 Robert Street North, St. Paul, MN 55101.
Securian Financial is the marketing name for Securian Financial Group, Inc., and its 
subsidiaries. Minnesota Life Insurance Company and Securian Life Insurance Company are 
subsidiaries of Securian Financial Group, Inc.

Index definitions:
Large Cap Growth  The Russell 1000 Growth 
Index contains those Russell 1000 securities with 
higher price-to-book ratios and higher forecasted 
growth values.

Large Cap Value  The Russell 1000 Value Index 
contains those Russell 1000 securities with lower 
price-to-book ratios and lower forecasted 
growth values.

Mid Cap  The Russell MidCap Index contains the 
800 smallest companies in the Russell 1000 Index. 

Small Cap  The Russell 2000 Index contains equity 
securities of small capitalization companies that 
are a measure of the small company market. 

Real Estate Securities  The Wilshire Real Estate 
Securities Index is weighted by float-adjusted  
market capitalization based on equity securities 
whose primary business is equity ownership of 
commercial real estate investment trusts (REITs).

International Equity  The MSCI EAFE Index is 
designed to measure the performance of the 
developed stock markets of Europe, Australia 
and the Far East.

Emerging Markets Equity  The MSCI Emerging 
Markets Equity Index measures the total returns 
of the equity securities available only to foreign 
investors in developing markets.

High Yield Bond  The BBgBarc US Corporate High 
Yield Index measures the universe of fixed-rate, 
 non-investment-grade debt.

Aggregate Bond  The BBgBarc US Agg Bond 
Index measures the overall U.S. bond market and is 
composed of the BarCap Government/Corporate 
Index, the Mortgage-Backed Securities Index, the 
Asset-Backed Securities Index and the Commercial 
Mortgage-Backed Securities Index.

Short-Term Bond  The BBgBarc US Govt 1-3 Yr 
Index is comprised of U.S. government fixed income 
securities with a maturity between 1 and 3 years. 

Cash  The Citigroup Treasury Bill 3-mo Index 
represents a portion of the U.S. Treasury component 
of the Citigroup Broad Investment Grade Index.

Diversified Portfolio  Represents an equally 
weighted investment in each of the asset classes 
indicated for the specified period. Asset Allocation 
does not guarantee against loss; it is only a method 
used to help manage risk.


